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I claim: 



1 . A PHY to provide data to a MAC via PHY-to-MAC words and to receive data 
and commands from the MAC via MAC-toiPHY words, the PHY comprising: 

at least one PHY-to-MAC port to provide signals indicative of the PHY-to-MAC 

words; 

at least one MAC-to-PHY port t<j> receive signals indicative of the MAC-to-PHY 
words; and 

a register to store a pointer to £ memory location so as to provide identification 
information about the PHY. 



2. The PHY as set forth in clmm 1, further comprising at least one Reset/Sync port 
to receive a signal to provide syn^\onizajkm so that the PHY-to-MAC words and MAC- 
to-PHY words are synchronized Into pairs, wherein a pair comprises one MAC-to-PHY 
word and one PHY-to-MAC ward. 




3. A MAC to provide data and commands to a PHY via MAC-to-PHY words and to 
receive data from the PHY vial PHY-to-MAC words, the MAC comprising: 



at least one MAC-to- 



words; 



at least one PHY-to-]\ 



IY port to provide signals indicative of the MAC-to-PHY 



AC port to receive signals indicative of the PHY-to-MAC 



words; wherein the at least one PHY-to-MAC port receives a signal indicative of a 



pointer to a memory location 



so as to provide identification information about the PHY. 
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The MAC as set forth in claim 3, furthercomprising at least one Reset/Sync port 



to provide a signal to synchronize the PHY-tc 



pairs, wherein a pair comprises one MAC-to-RH Y word and one PHY-to-MAC word. 



words and MAC-to-PHY words into 



A chipset comprising: 
a MAC to provide data and commands to a PHY via MAC-to-PHY words and to 
receive data from the PHY via PHY-to^tlAC words, wherein the MAC comprises: 

at least one MAC-to-P|jlY port to provide signals indicative of the MAC- 
to-PHY words; and 

at least one PHY-to-MAC port to receive signals indicative of the PHY-to- 
MAC words; wherein the at leasyone PHY-to-MAC port receives a signal indicative of a 
pointer to a memory location sq as to provide identification information about the PHY. 



6. The chipset as sdft5anh in claim 5, further comprising at least one Reset/Sync port 
to provide a signal to ^nchppi^ethe PHY-to-MAC words and MAC-to-PHY words into 
pairs, wherein a pair comprises one MAC-to-PHY word and one PHY-to-MAC word. 



7. The chipset as set forth in claim 5 further comprising a register, wherein the 



chipset loads the identification information into the register. 
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8. The chipset as set forth in claim 7, further comprising at least one Reset/Sync port 
to provide a signal to synchronize the PHY-tp-Myj^words and MAC-to-PHY words into 
pairs, wherein a pair comprises one MAC-tov£H^ word and one PHY-to-MAC word. 

A mmpntpr gy^p^ comprising' - / — 

a first memory device; / 
a MAC; / 

a PHY to provide data to the MAC via PHY-to-MAC words and to receive data 
and commands from the MAC via MAC-to-PHY words, the PHY comprising: 

at least one PHY-to-MAC port to provide signals indicative of the PHY- 
to-MAC words; / 

at least one MACyxo-PHY port to receive signals indicative of the MAC- 
to-PHY words; and / 

a register to store a pointer to a memory location in the first memory 
device so as to provide identification information about the PHY. 

10. The computer system as set forth in claim 9, wherein the MAC further comprises 
a register to store the identification information. 

11. The compute/ system as set forth in claim 9, further comprising: 
a processor/ 

system memory; 
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secondary memory to store a device driver for the PHY; wherein the processor 
loads the device driver from the secondary mepory into system memory based upon the 
identification information. 

12. The computer system as set forth m claim 11, wherein the MAC further comprises 
a register to store the identification information. 
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13. The computer system as set forth in claim 1 1, further comprising a second 
memory device to store BIOS, wherein the processor loads the device driver 
independently of loading the BIOS. 

14. The computer system asr set forth in claim 12, further comprising a second 
memory device to store BIOS/ wherein the processor loads the device driver 
independently of loading the BIOS. 

15. The computer system as set forth in claim 14, further comprising: 
a system bus; and 

a chipset in communication with the system bus, wherein the MAC is integrated 
with the chipset. 
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